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provided the occasion for the further diminution of
the royal prerogatives. Hence the task of unification
and rehabilitation which faced Albert n in 1438 and
Frederick m in 1440 was one of supreme difficulty.
Neither of them made any serious attempt to under-
take it. What Albert might have done we cannot
say, for his reign lasted only two years. Frederick,
however, held the kingship and empire for more
than half a century, and, as we have observed, he
ceased altogether to govern, and lapsed into complete
ineptitude amid the fowls and the vegetables of his
Viennese villa.
The second cause, then, of the failure of Germany
to attain unity and nationhood at the close of the
Middle Age was the inadequacy of the Hapsburgs
for their duties and opportunities. Following the
evil example of their Luxemburg predecessors, they
concerned themselves mainly with schemes for per-
sonal and family aggrandisement. And in acquiring
duchies (Styria, Carinthia, Carniola) and kingdoms
(Hungary, Bohemia, Spain) they became so pre-
ponderantly non-German that finally the unification
of Germany required their total expulsion.
Thus it came to pass that the unification of
Germany was left to be accomplished not in the
normal process of natural growth and in the ordinary
manner of political evolution by constitutional
rnonarchs, but belatedly, violently, abnormally, by
methods of * blood and iron' by conquering Prussian
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